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Home cinema isn’t just having 
a great TV or projector, or even 
just for movies - it’s about 
stunning sound quality bringing 
everything you watch to life. 

You’ll be able to hear every 
word of a fi lm, even during 
loud action scenes, pin-point 
effects will immerse you in your 
favourite video games and make 
you feel like you’re really in the 
stadium for the big game. 

We can show you a huge range 
of sound equipment and fi nd 
the right match for your needs, 
from simple set-ups that give 
an instant audio boost all 
the way up to surround 
sound systems that’ll give the 
multiplex a run for its money. 

Sound is   Sound is   
  serious!serious!

“  Got a nice new TV, but the sound 
coming out of it doesn’t match the 
picture quality? We can show you 
an unbeatable choice of options 
to suit both your TV and budget.”



At Richer Sounds, we carry a wide 
range of speaker systems all the way 
up to full-on fantastic 5.1, 7.1 and 
beyond surround sound systems, 
with subwoofers designed to bring 

you all the depth that comes with 
a good soundtrack. Alternatively, 
soundbars can discreetly tuck under 
your TV and deliver a massive boost 
to sound quality, without trailing wires 

everywhere. Real home cinema means 
using your ears as well as your eyes 
– read on to see how we can help 
you create your perfect big screen 
sound system.

Great sound quality doesn’t mean a home 
cinema system needs to be expensive



Choosing the right home cinema 

amplifi er can be a complex process. 

But don’t worry, at Richer Sounds we’re 

here to help. Don’t let the size of them 

scare you, our in-store experts can 

help you choose the perfect one for 

your needs, budget and living room. 

Here are the basics…

Inputs
You need enough HDMI, component 

and optical audio etc input and output 

sockets to match what you want to 

play on your TV. That can include: 

TV broadcast set-top boxes and PVRs; 

Blu-ray, DVD and CD players; 

games consoles; iPhone docks and 

more. One of our team will make sure 

your receiver has what you need for 

now, and for the future.

All of our receivers are compatible with 

3D and many also support 4K, a new 

format that’s four times more detailed 

than regular HD. You can be confi dent 

you’re as future-proofed as possible!

If you want to easily enjoy all your 

favourite music, look for a model with 

streaming capabilities. These can play 

music from your computer and the 

internet, or even from your smartphone 

with Bluetooth or Apple AirPlay. 

Most have free smartphone and tablet 

apps too, with touch-screen controls 

that make using your receiver a 

walk in the park. For more details, 

ask our experts in-store, or pop 

in and pick up a copy of our 

‘We Have the Knowledge on Wireless 

Streaming’ leafl et.

Channels
The receiver should have enough audio 

output channels to cope with your 

speaker systems, one for each speaker. 

Spare channels can sometimes be used 

to pump sound from your system to 

another room, adding a height channel 

for 3D sound, or for bi-wiring hi-fi  

speakers – talk to us if you want a really 

serious home cinema.

The Heart of Home Cinema
Big screen all sorted? The AV amplifi er is the heart of your new home cinema system 
– and the key to getting the best picture and sounds from everything you want to watch.

After all, there’s no point in having a beautiful big screen 
if it sounds less than brilliant!



Sources
TV
With the advent of Freeview HD, 

high defi nition TV is now within everyone’s 

reach. Many HD broadcasts are in 

surround sound too, so a home cinema 

system is ideal for bringing the drama to 

your favourite shows.

Movies
The best format for HD movies is 

Blu-ray, so you’ll need a Blu-ray player to 

enjoy your system at its best. Not only 

do the players make the most of your 

existing collection of DVDs, most can 

access online fi lm services such as 

LOVEFiLM and Netfl ix too. These don’t 

offer Blu-ray matching picture and sound 

quality, but they’re quick and convenient, 

with a wide array of fi lms and TV shows 

to watch on demand.

Music
DVD and Blu-ray players can all play 

music CDs, but if you’re going to be 

listening to CDs a lot, a dedicated 

player is defi nitely worth considering 

as movie spinners can sound harsh in 

comparison. Or try a network capable 

amp or Bluetooth receiver for a more 

21st Century approach! 

Games
Games consoles such as the Sony 

PlayStation, Nintendo Wii U and 

Microsoft XBox bring high defi nition 

visuals and surround sound to cutting-

edge gaming. They can all play online 

movies, and some are Blu-ray players 

too, but a dedicated machine is a better 

choice if you’re not into gaming.

“ We hope this brochure helps answer 
your questions. If there’s anything 
else you need to know, ask one of our 
colleagues in-store or give us a call!”

Paul - Croydon Store
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Speaker Options
Right, you’ve got the TV/projector, you’ve chosen your receiver, 
now you need the right speakers to 
go with it…

Surrounded 
By Sound
Walt Disney created the modern 

cinema surround sound system way 

back in 1940 for the release of the fi lm 

Fantasia. Surround sound combined 

with a TV or projector is still the best 

way to bring the thrills of the big 

screen to your home.

If you’re going for a full home cinema 

speaker set-up – like a 5.1 or 7.1 

system – then you need speakers to 

surround yourself with.

Satellite Speakers
In a typical 5.1 system, two main 

speakers are placed front left and right, 

there’s a centre speaker for dialogue, 

and two rear channels for surround 

sound effects, plus the subwoofer for 

low frequency grunt (that’s the .1).

For the surround channels, full-size box 

speakers provide more action, oomph 

and bass throughout the sound fi eld – 

they’re ideal for larger rooms or serious 

home cinema.

For those with smaller living spaces 

or who don’t want rooms dominated by 

speakers, smaller satellite speakers are 

more discreet, and still pack more of a 

punch than soundbars or the speakers 

in your TV, but they rely more heavily 

on the subwoofer for bass notes than 

traditional box speakers.

Of course, with Richer Sounds, it’s your 

choice and we’ll help talk you through 

your options. You can even mix and 

match – with full-size front left and 

right box speakers for great big-screen 

action and stunning stereo music, 

but smaller and more subtle satellite 

speakers for centre and rear channels.

Subwoofer 

The sub handles rumbling bass 

noise vital for accentuating action 

– like explosions, car crashes and 

shootouts. Normally it sits on the fl oor, 

and can be placed anywhere in the 

room. Even soundbar systems benefi t 

hugely from the extra boost of a 

good subwoofer.



Soundbars
Traditional 5.1 and 7.1 multi-channel speaker 

systems remain the top choice if you’re 

looking for the very best surround sound 

experience. But if you want to avoid the 

complexity, cost or space implications 

of a full surround system, there is an 

alternative – the soundbar.

These subtle speaker bars sit underneath 

your TV and have much larger and 

more powerful speakers than you’d 

fi nd inside a fl atscreen TV. This allows 

for a much more immersive and 

engaging sound, especially when 

a subwoofer is included to take 

care of deep bass sounds.

Some models employ multiple 

angled speakers, which bounce 

sound around the room to give 

the impression of surround 

sound. They don’t sound quite 

as impressive as a full home 

cinema amp and speakers 

set-up, but are a serious 

alternative if you’re limited 

on space. Ask for a 

demo to hear the 

differences for yourself!

Although modern super-slim TVs look the business, they don’t 
have room for good speakers, so the sound quality is rarely 
up to scratch. A soundbar fi xes this in no time! You’ll instantly 
enjoy a clearer and more engaging sound, without fi lling 
your room with speakers.

Tim - Plymouth Store
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Top Tips for home 
cinema usage

    There are many different surround 

sound modes on an AV receiver, 

but thankfully it’ll automatically pick 

the best sound for your set-up based 

on the signal coming in. Feel free 

to play around with the modes to 

fi nd what sounds best to you and 

your preference will be automatically 

saved for next time.  

   Some DVDs only have stereo 

soundtracks and most television 

broadcasts are in stereo, but 

this doesn’t mean you have 

to listen in stereo. Use Dolby 

Pro Logic II in Movie mode to 

create a natural and convincing 

surround sound experience.

The vast majority of AV 

receivers come with automatic 

microphone set-up. Once your 

speakers are positioned and 

plugged in, you connect an 

included mic to the receiver and 

various beeps and whooshes 

are played through the system. 

The mic picks these up and balances 

the sound so that everything sounds 

perfect. It even works out how many 

speakers you have so it knows what 

modes to use!

Fed up of loud adverts blasting 

you out of your chair? Look for a 

receiver with Dolby Volume or 

Audyessy Dynamic Volume. 

These look for volume spikes and 

tame them, so there’s no sudden 

jumps! These modes can also be 

used to reduce sudden loud noises 

5.1, 7.1 and beyond. 
Surround sound explained
5.1 systems feature six speakers dotted around the room, 
surrounding you with sound, for cinema action that leaps out at 
you. Surround left and right speakers provide ambient atmosphere 
and “it’s behind you” sounds, front left and right speakers 
provide a clear stereo soundstage for action, and a centre speaker, 
mounted directly above or below your TV, is there to make sure 
dialogue is clearly audible and feels like it’s coming straight from 
the talking heads on-screen. The extra .1 in the mix? The subwoofer 
– ideal at producing the heavy bass that smaller speakers can’t.

So what’s 7.1? Traditionally it’s two extra “surround back” speakers 
directly behind you, for more accurate and subtle positioning of 
effects, and this is indeed what most people mean by 7.1. However, 
you can also place additional speakers high up above your front 
speakers or further apart either side, known as “height” or “wide” 
front speakers. The idea is to make your room sound like a much 
bigger space than it actually is, that is to say more like a cinema!

When amps start going up to 9.1 or 11.1, this means using height 
and wide speakers as well as surround back 
ones, for the ultimate in immersion. 
Whenever you see a .2 this means two subs 
are now involved, giving a more precise 
and even spread of bass within the room, 
especially if it’s on the larger side.

If what you’re watching isn’t recorded 
in surround sound, you can use your 
receiver’s Dolby Pro Logic or DTS 
Neo modes to make sure sound is 
pumping through all your speakers.
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5.1 Surround 
Sound Example

James - 

Edinburgh Store
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when watching movies at night so 

you don’t disturb the neighbours 

or kids. 

   The .1 of either a 5 or 7.1 

set-up refers to the low frequency 

effects channel reproduced by 

subwoofers. Speakers generally 

need a little help to reproduce 

very low bass. A separate channel 

for these deep sounds means that 

you can control the volume of bass 

and match it to your environment. 

If you’re worried about having to 

fi t a subwoofer in your living room, 

the good news is that bass sounds 

are fairly non-directional, so subs 

can be tucked away out of sight.

If you’re really stuck with 

your system and aren’t sure 

what the problem is, give our

in-store experts a call. 

We’re always happy to help! 

“ Let us design and install 
your ideal system for you. 
Tell us the size and shape 
of your room and we can 
help you plan the best 
speaker layout. Where you 
place them makes a 
huge difference!” 
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Analogue v digital
Digital interconnects (or cables) are much better than 

analogue ones for home cinema systems. A single 

HDMI digital cable can carry a full surround sound signal 

perfectly from your Blu-ray player, set-top box or games 

console to your receiver.

HDMI video cables handle amazing high-defi nition 

pictures (including 3D), plus sound if necessary, 

from source to receiver to TV.

If your system doubles as a hi-fi , this is where 

analogue cables come in. Make sure you budget for 

good quality digital and speaker cables to carry the full 

quality of your sound and picture from source to screen 

and speaker. We can give you all the advice you need.

Surround formats
There’s a bewildering array of surround sound formats, 

each with their own pros and cons. How many speakers 

you want around your room is key (more speakers 

give a better and more seamless sound but obviously 

take up more space!) – our in-store team can talk you 

through all the various options and can advise you on 

which sources, receivers and speakers will give the right 

surround effect for you.

HD Audio
Most people are aware that Blu-ray offers better picture 

quality, but it also gives a major boost to the sound too! 

Whereas DVD had lossy Dolby Digital and DTS sound, 

where detail has been lost to fi t everything onto the 

disc, HD Audio uses lossless Dolby TrueHD and DTS 

HD Master Audio. There is no loss of any signal purity 

from the original studio quality soundtrack. This means 

the sound is clearer, with a better defi nition between the 

different speakers. 

Upscaling
Lots of AV receivers count video upscaling among their 

features. They often incorporate higher quality chipsets 

than those found in televisions or Blu-ray players, too, 

so you can renew standard defi nition sources such as 

a DVD player, or even old video games consoles, 

with 1080p HD clarity! Many newer models can even 

upscale beyond high defi nition to Ultra HD, also known 

as 4K. Pick up our ‘We Have the Knowledge on TVs’ 

leafl et for more info on this amazing new tech. 

JargonJargon
 Buster BusterJargon
 Buster
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Top Upgrades
Brackets
Your TV no longer has to sit in a corner surrounded by 
set-top boxes. With the latest slim TVs and the right mounting 
solution, you can hang your TV on your wall, tilt it to match 
your viewing position or even slide it away when not in use.

Furniture
We stock a wide range of stylish solutions for your set-top 
boxes. Good quality home cinema furniture ensures cables 
are tucked away, vibrations are minimised and there’s plenty 
of room for air to circulate around kit – cooling it.

Surge protectors
For the best picture quality, a surge protector helps shield 
your audio and video signals from mains interference 
and it protects precious equipment from damaging mains 
voltage spikes.

Universal remotes
Juggling several remotes is a pain. We have the answer, 
from simple remotes that control most brands to high-end 
programmable touchscreen controllers and systems you 
can work with your smartphone.

Cables
From speaker cables to interconnects that link your various 
boxes, we’re here to stop you from getting in a tangle and 
make sure you have the right wires for your system 
- high speed HDMI cables for 3D TV and surround sound, 
digital audio cables for surround sound from devices like 
Sky HD, and high-quality speaker cable.

Speaker stands
Surround sound speaker position is very important to get 
the best sound out of your system. Our range of stands, 
and one of our team in-store, can help you make sure that 
you get the most immersive movie experience by positioning 
your speakers perfectly.

We’re always happy to demo how 
a great home cinema system brings 
your fi lms to life, so feel free to drop 
by. Or if you’re already here, grab a 
colleague and be blown away today!

“ A great home cinema system makes everything 
from movies to games to TV much more 
exciting. We’re here to help you 
make your big screen 
dreams come true.”



We Have The Knowledge!
All of our sales assistants spend a minimum of 5 hours 

per week undergoing extensive product training. This allows 

us to deliver the most up-to-date advice on TV, hi-fi , 

home cinema and wireless gear. Our ongoing staff 

education program, coupled with our passion for technology, 

music and movies, means that we are perfectly placed 

to help you fi nd your ideal home cinema system. 

Plus, our wide range of models from the biggest brands 

means that we have the right kit for everyone’s needs

Lowest Prices Guaranteed
We’ll beat any genuine advertised price, voucher offer, system 

deal, online and in-store, and we’ll give you up to £100!

We’re confi dent that our prices are amongst the very 

keenest out there, so we’ve made it as easy as pie to 

qualify for our Price Beat. Our Price Beat is even valid for 

7 days after purchase.

Installation
If you fancy a multi-room system or home theatre, 

our home installation team can take care of everything. 

We will also arrange a home visit to better understand 

your situation and to talk through your needs and aims.

Demonstrations
Demo rooms let you experience the jaw-dropping thrills 

of home cinema in a comfortable homely environment.

Expert Advice 
We’re experts at building home cinema systems and 

we carry a huge range of all the right kit so we can 

make sure you get the perfect system for you.

Product Compatibility 
Our knowledgeable team will talk you through the options 

and make sure you have all the right cables, remotes, etc. 

We’ll think about the bigger picture so you don’t have to!

Why Richer Sounds?
At Richer Sounds we have a proud and long history of selling high quality home cinema kit. We’re passionate 

about helping our customers experience the most exciting and suitable home cinema equipment, and our in-store 

teams are experts at choosing and setting up audio-visual systems, whatever your budget. Come in to see us 

and we’ll tailor-make a system for you, to suit your needs, your room, your fi lm and music tastes and your pocket.

Come in and let us open your eyes to the wonder of home cinema and surround sound!


